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The Misrach Centre is a
school of apprenticeship
and rehabilitation for the
blind, deaf-mute and
disabled. It was
established in the city of
Addis Ababa in the mid
1980’s by the SENM
(Swiss Evangelical Nile
Mission), who have been
working since 1950 in the
countries situated along
the river Nile in the fields
of health, education,
rehabilitation and
agriculture.
An operator in the workshop
of wooden toys.
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A deaf-mute
youth at work
in the woodworking
laboratory of
the Misrach
Centre.

In 1962, SENM was invited to work in Eritrea, eventually
expanding its activities into Ethiopia. The Mission begun its
works in the area encouraging Christians to work for the benefit
of the poor, the sick and the disabled.
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The area for the production
of toys.

According to the
statistics of the United
Nations, in the
developing countries
one person out of ten is
handicapped. In
Ethiopia there are 6
millions of disabled,
and the majority of
these live in conditions
of tremendous poverty.
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The
availability
of a wellassorted
equipment
makes the
productive
chain quick
and effective

In 1982, the Swiss Evangelical Mission established the Misrach Centre (MC) for
the disabled, in collaboration with the Agency for Rehabilitation and the Ministry
of Labour and Social Affairs (MOLSA). At present the Centre has two branches,
both located in Addis Ababa, but at opposite ends of the city. It thus helps more
than 300 disabled adults, including blind, deaf, mute and physically disabled.
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The woodstorage area.
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The basic objectives of the Misrach Centre are:
To educate and rehabilitate disabled adults in need, increasing their potential to become
productive and responsible citizens
To produce and repair glasses at a price considerably lower than that of the average
specialized market
To increment the opportunities of a better life for every single disabled individual
To promote and embrace technologies suitable for the disabled
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The area for the production of
brushes

The professional-training courses
are preceded by an aptitude test. The
courses last for 2 or 3 years and are
divided according to the following
departments:
- wood + brushes section
- optics section (frames and lenses)
- sewing section
- weaving section
- spinning and knitwear section
- cards section (various kinds of
hand-made enveloped cards: made
with poor materials such as sand,
cotton, straw; photographic cards
depicting daily life scenes; hand-drawn
or printed cards)
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There is also a wood-working laboratory which produces toys, brooms,
brushes, benches, tables, chairs …
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More products from the wood-working laboratory.
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The out-turn production of glasses reaches the significant amount of 15,000 pairs
per year. The photograph on the right shows what can be gained out of the
production’s left-over.
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Among the various items produced by the sewing section, there are also fabric
puppets, clothes, nightwear, tablecloths and small back packs …
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Weaving section: a worker
is preparing a weave to be
used as a seat-garment.
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Once they complete their
courses, the disabled leave
the Centre to continue their
works at home, and the
Centre provides them all the
necessary instruments and
raw materials. Their salary is
determined by the quality
and quantity of finished
products they succeed in
producing. Other workers
become itinerant sellers of
the products, thus gaining
the 15 % from their sales’
incomings.
An operator in the production of
industrial brushes.
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A responsible for the assembling of
clothes pegs.

A fundamental importance
is perceived by the course
to learn the writing system
for the blind, known as
“Braille”. It is this section
which in fact registers the
highest rate of inscriptions,
with a total amount of 76
students divided in four
classes. During a period of
three years, these students
are taught to read and
write Amharic and English
and are trained on subjects
such as maths and health.
In the former years, 190
adult blinds already
completed in this course.
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Once this course is
completed, the students
receive support to continue
studying in the public
schools. Many of these also
continue to follow the
courses for the production
of brushes in order to avail
themselves of a guaranteed
incoming. Right now, there
are 15 University students
and 27 High Schools
students supported by the
Misrach Centre through a
monthly help of about 20
Euros for each.
The section for the production of cards.
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All the products undergo
a careful quality control.
Then they are sold in the
Misrach Centre’s shop
located in the heart of
Addis Ababa, in the same
place which 24 years ago
used to be the original
seat of the Centre.
The consequent income
provide support for the
salaries, the purchase of
raw materials and the
various activities of the
project.
The area for the production of glasses
and wooden toys
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Moreover, the most
needy among the assisted
disabled are supported
to afford their medical
expenses for specific
cures or corneal
transplants.

• Totally, the Misrach
Centre employs 35
people, and until today
its courses have being
frequented by 297
students.
Tailoring area.

